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UMBRELLAS FOR PEACE- MATT LAMB- INSTITUTIONAL PROJECT 2009


At Washington School
 Peace is and has been a topic which guides our work since quite a long time. Actually, in 2008, our Overhead stated that peace and conflict resolution would be the main ideas to orient our task,  As members of the IB global community, WS also related this work to the community theme proposed by the Organization: “Sharing our humanity”: peace and conflict.

Therefore, we decided to make all these big ideas become an Institutional Project, finding that Matt Lamb’s proposal included all the aspects we wanted to foster: the transmission of a message of peace through Art, so as to promote a good environment of multicultural communication. 
We summoned all members of our community –children, teachers, parents- with the objective of including them to our Project.

In Kindergarten,  the proposal was mainly artistic. Parents were called in to help their children paint their umbrellas. In Primary and Secondary School, Art joined our work on Values through Literature and the rest of the disciplines, together with a profound work on personal and group reflection.

On September 30th, we organized an important ceremony as closure of the first stage of this Project. That is, the exhibition and parade “inside School”, transmitting the message through the umbrellas, music and words. Now we are ready for the second stage of the Project: to go to “the streets” to convey our message with parades in our neighbourhood.

Our main objective is that this Institutional Project will not be just a description of good wishes but to make its principles deepen and enroot in our community for many years, being our children speakers and transmitters of this message of peace.
We would like to hereby thank Matt Lamb for letting us share his Project and helping us contribute to make this a better world.
� Washington School is a 60-year-old bilingual school in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  It has three levels (Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary School). All the levels participated in Matt Lamb´s  Project.
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